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The Business Class in Hong Kong’s Changing Political Context: Participation Models
and Transition Approaches

CHEN Jiaxi, WANG Yongcheng

Abstract: The business class is the main body of economic elites in Hong Kong, and also make great impact on
Hong Kong’s Political process. During the colonial times, the transitional period and after the sovereignty returns to
China, the model of the political involvement of Hong Kong's business class has gone through the transition from
"being absorbed" to "become active™ and finally to "as part of cooperation™. Since returning to China, the channels
and influence of the political involvement for the business class were further expanded. However, their capacity and
wills of political involvement lagged behind, and was reproached and criticized as a result. Facing the challenge of
“Double Suffrage”, the business class must strength party integration, breed political elites, reshape social image,
and adapt to the transition from cooperative participation to competitive participation.

Key words: Business Class, Political Involvement, Functional Constituency, Transition
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