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Reforms in China’s Township Elections and their
Institutional Constraints

CHEN Jia—xi, HUANG Wei—ping
(Shenzhen University Institute of Contemporary China Politics, Shenzhen, Guangdong 518060)

Abstract: Reforms in township elections is a breakthrough and starting point for grassroots democratization
in China and play a strategic role in China’s political development. However, constrained by conflicts political,
legal as well as institutional, direct election of township chiefs as a pilot reform is facing stagnation. The
subsequent public nomination and direct election of township Party Committee still faces tension with the current
NPC system and the cadre selection norms. As a result, currently public nomination of candidates and direct
elections of township Party Committee dangle in a institutional limbo and held irregularly and difficult to
improve.

Key werds: township chiefs: township, Party Committee ; direct election; public nomination



