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he Realities and Problems of
Multiculturalism in China

Byeong-Ku Park (Researcher, Manifesto Institute)

Key-words: Multiculturalism, China, the Hanzu, Self-
Determination

China consists of 56 ethnic groups including the Hanzu.
The history of China showed continuous merging processes
between the Hanzu and other ethnic minority groups. This
article examines the origination of the Hanzu and the merging
processes from the perspective of history, and then it analyzes
the Chinese dynasties and governments  policies on ethnic
minority groups.

The Chinese Communist Party declared the principle of
self-determination with regard to ethnic problems, but it
introduced a new policy to establish 155 ethnic minorities’
autonomous areas after the Sino-Japanese war. At recent
times, the Chinese government has stressed the importance of
national sovereignty, national unification and national interest,
not the principle of self-determination. Therefore,
multiculturalism in China will depend on how the Chinese
government will solve problems resulted from collisions
between national and ethnic values.
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